
A perennial weed that typically emerges a couple weeks after crabgrass, yellow nutsedge
spreads through a network of rhizomes and tubers within the soil. Also referred to as nutgrass 
or watergrass, yellow nutsedge prefers low-lying wet soils with poor drainage and areas that
receive frequent irrigation. Each plant can produce several hundred tubers each season, and
those tubers can remain dormant in the soil for several years before they emerge as a new plant. 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE
YELLOW NUTSEDGETarget: 

PBIGordonTurf.com

Solutions
A vigorous, dense grass stand is the first step in effective control of most weeds, including yellow 
nutsedge. Yellow nutsedge thrives in wet, poorly drained soils, so turf areas with perpetually saturated 
soils should have drainage improved, and steps should be made to avoid over-saturation in regularly 
irrigated areas.

Pre-emergent herbicides will not control yellow nutsedge, and pulling it by hand is usually ineffective 
because yellow nutsedge tubers are not removed. Post-emergent herbicide applications should be 
made in late spring and early summer before the plant matures and produces additional tubers. Repeat 
applications over multiple growing seasons may be required to achieve effective chemical control.

Identifying Yellow Nutsedge
•	 Triangular-shaped stem 

•	 Yellow-to-light green grass-like waxy 
leaves arranged in groups of three

•	 Grows faster during summer 
months than most turf varieties

•	 Golden, spiked umbrella 
flowers when not mowed

Triangle-Shaped Stem

Prominent Mid-Rib
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Vexis® for Yellow Nutsedge Control  
Vexis® Herbicide Granular* uses the proprietary new active ingredient pyrimisulfan to 
deliver exceptional control of sedge and kyllinga species, plus listed broadleaf weeds. It can 
be applied to wet or dry turf, and the granular formulation reduces the potential for drift or  
off-target application.
• Labeled for use on listed cool-season and established warm‑season turfgrasses, including

bermudagrass, fine and tall fescues, and improved varieties of St. Augustinegrass.
• Apply Vexis Herbicide Granular* at 4 lb. per 1,000  sq. ft. for both warm- and cool-season turfs. 

PBIGordonTurf.com
*Pending state registration. Always read and follow label directions. Q4® and Vexis® are registered trademarks of PBI-Gordon Corp. 11/19 05807

Q4® Plus for Yellow Nutsedge Control 
Q4® Plus Turf Herbicide for Grassy & Broadleaf Weeds uses four powerful active ingredients 
to provide exceptional control of grassy weeds like yellow nutsedge and crabgrass, as well 
as tough broadleaf weeds like clover and chickweed.
• Labeled for use on Kentucky bluegrass, fescues, perennial and annual ryegrass, 

bermudagrass and Zoysiagrass.
• For cool-season grasses, apply 2.6 to 3 fl. oz. per 1,000 sq. ft. at spray volumes 

of 1.2 to 5 gallons per 1,000 sq. ft.
• For warm-season grasses, apply 1.8 to 2.6 fl. oz. per 1,000 sq. ft. 

at spray volumes of 1.2 to 5 gallons per 1,000 sq. ft.

Vexis® yellow nutsedge control at Virginia Tech
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Yellow Nutsedge Control
Virginia Tech – Application Date: June 12, 2015
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